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	T0.
	Resumen del proyecto 


	Objetivos (1000 caracteres como máximo)

	To explore the viability and application of an experimental ECOTAX (environmental tax) for the Island of Lanzarote, aimed at sustainable tourism.  Objectives: 

· Endow the Island with a new financial tool that, together with other land employment planning measures, promoted by local and regional governments, would assist in limiting human, particularly touristic, pressure  on the Island’s system, to avoid the Island’s capacity being strained even further, thus meeting the heavy demand from the Island’s population.

· Create a channel of awareness and try out formulae for committing tourism to the Island.

· Test guarantees, based on social control and participation, for the use of the funds collected.




	Descripción del proyecto (2000 caracteres como máximo)

	In the light of Lanzarote’s recent history, it is clear that the Island’s economic, social and environmental survival requires a new orientation along the lines of Strategy for Lanzarote in the Biosphere (Life’97 ENV/E/000286). 

Within a context of backward environmental protection, signs of social breakup and incipient xenophobia, tourism’s growing pressure on a destination with considerable natural beauty is aggravated by budgetary and legal limitations on environmental protection and planning control. 

Lanzarote needs new sources of financing, e.g. an Ecotax, to assist in correcting the Island’s environmental, territorial and social imbalances.  It would also represent tourism’s commitment to the Island: ‘those from outside with those from inside’.

The project includes two phases over 3 years.  Firstly, through studies and opinion polls, possible ecotaxes would be explored in line with the Island’s legal, administrative, social and touristic context.  Based on these conclusions, the 2nd phase would consist of: 

· Practical simulation of the Ecotax with a virtual tax collection campaign based on Life funds.  The collection, free for tourists, would enable future willingness to pay, opinions on the scope of the tax and preferred actions using tax funds to be explored.   These opinions and local social control mechanisms would decide the works or actions to be financed.

· Public Awareness Campaign: Information on the monitoring of selected actions and the Ecotax’s implementation would be made public in a campaign combining different formats (leaflet, video, exhibition and web site) with different targets (tourists, residents, tourist, airline and agricultural companies, etc.) and in different public spaces (airport, monitoring unit, Internet).  

· Co-ordination, monitoring and evaluation unit: will direct public attention to the Life project, monitor its results and the tourist industry’s commitment with the Island and will audit the Island’s environmental evolution  

	Resultados previstos (500 caracteres como máximo)

	Testing of a new environmental protection tax, applicable to other States and places.

Implementation of Life actions to reduce tourism’s impact on the environment. 

Participation of European citizens in the destination of Life funds/environmental taxes.

Awareness campaign and mechanisms for monitoring the Ecotax and Island’s problems.

Tourist sector’s specific commitment to the Island.

Improvements in the Island’s environment and competitiveness as a tourist destination.
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	The “Cabildo” is a government and administrative body, representing  the Island as one of the Canary Island Regional Government’s institutions.   It has a Territorial Policy Department consisting of:  1) Island Planning Office (PIOT),  2) Environmental Service, and 3) Biosphere Reserve Council Management. 

This project responds to the objective Impact of Economic Activities on the Environment. 

Tourism dominates the Island’s economy but is also threatening the base on which it is sustained: a limited, exceptional and fragile territory. The environmental, social and economic imbalances discovered in the analysis of the Island’s system (Strategy for Lanzarote in the Biosphere: Life’97 ENV/E/000286), caused considerable social alarm (www.cabildo.com/biosfera) which still continues today.  The Local Council is endeavouring to change the model by acting on several fronts:

1) Legal Limitations on Land Usage Planning 

The main effect of the success of tourism ‘suffered’ by the Island is heavy pressure from the real estate sector. Local Council accepts the Strategy’s explanation: a vicious circle commences on the Island with the construction of new accommodation which stimulates the arrival of external capital and labour, which in turn attracts new visiting and resident populations, whose needs overload existing infrastructures and services, in detriment to the environment and social peace. 

The Island’s Development Plan (PIOT), which was approved in 1991 and was the first of its type in Spain, allows the Lanzarote Local Council to limit urban growth in the form of new tourist accommodation.  The PIOTestablishes where, how and how much is to be built in each territorial unit, although building licences are municipal.  In 1991 the PIOT reduced the ‘ceiling’ of the maximum number of tourist beds from the 350,000 forecast in municipal plans to 114,225 beds in this overall Plan for the Island.  As the Strategy’s first measure,  the review of the PIOT (25/7/2000) limits the maximum number of new constructions for 10 years and reduces the ‘ceiling’ of the maximum number of tourist beds to 98,704. 

These 10 years open a period of reflection for the Island’s inhabitants to rethink its economic model.  A reflection that interests all sectors and involves politicians at a regional and higher level as it requires legislative innovations as regards public administration and social structure.  

2) Budgetary Limitations on Environmental Needs 

Visitors represent 50% more population on the territory every day, but tourism in Lanzarote uses the environment very intensively, with the entrenched custom of touring the whole of the Island, with special focus on the areas with stunning scenery, whether or not they are prepared for visits.  The Island has 41.1% of emerged land and one of the largest, legally protected marine reserves in Europe, but it is ill-equipped for such pressure from tourists and visitors.

The Strategy itself (www.cabildo.com/biosfera) established a programme of 20 more interventions, with corrective, preventive and safeguarding activities relating to different environmental, ecological, social, cultural and economic aspects. A proposal that far exceeds the budgetary capacity of Government Authorities.  

Nevertheless, the Local Council is currently developing a Plan of Action that includes important activities relating to waste management (a new treatment plant); public transport (new vehicles); Feder and Life programmes for natural resources; a census of tourist accommodation; legal guidance on licences granted prior to the 1991 PIOT; improvements in the production, purification and recycling of water, etc.  This Plan is a by-product of the Strategy and has been approved by the Biosphere Reserve Council (meeting of 14/12/99).

3) Biosphere Reserve Council (www.cabildo.com/moratoria/moratoria.htm)
This consultative body reports to the Local Council and comprises 35 members representing Government Authorities (Local Council, Town Councils, Regional Government, Ministries) and numerous business and social sectors (tourist companies, agricultural, fishing and owner associations, ecologists, etc.). 

The Council’s task is to foster and develop the Biosphere Reserve, discussing such proposals as the Strategy (approved 15/09/97), the review of the PIOT or the Ecotax.  In an extraordinary meeting (8/06/00) the Council unanimously agreed to submit this proposal to the European Union.
Similarly, the Council has approved the creation of the Biosphere Reserve Observatory (meeting of 8/02/00).
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	ISLAND ISSUES

In September 1997 a social-political debate on the Island’s future was initiated in order to define a Strategy towards Sustainability for Lanzarote. European financing (Life’97 ENV/E/000286) allowed the technical work to be undertaken in greater depth, including the definition of future scenarios (trends / risks / alternatives), identification of problems and proposals for corrective measures. 

In this diagnosis, Lanzarote appears as offering the contradiction of enjoying a growing touristic activity that is very dependent on a limited and fragile environment, under threat from the demands of that same sector. 

As corrective measures, the Strategy proposed, in the first place, the curbing of the construction of new tourist accommodation in addition to a further 20 measures for introducing sustainability criteria in key environmental sectors (water, energy, transport and waste), reinforcement of environmental conservation (species, habitats and protected spaces), strengthening of cultural patrimony and social identity, economic diversification, etc.  Urban growth was looked upon as the root of the vicious circle that would deteriorate the Island’s overall system: environment, the quality of life of its residents and the tourist sector itself, which would lose competitiveness (www.cabildo.com/biosfera).

The social debate has modified the discourse of all political parties and has demanded greater urban containment than that fostered within the existing framework of authority and applicable urban legislation (Review of the PIOT dated 5/2000; the main effect of which has been a limitation on the construction of new tourist accommodation to 10,700 beds in 10 years).  Moreover, pressure is being exerted for the implementation of the other measures provided for in the Strategy (www.cabildo.com/moratoria/moratoria.htm)

Nowadays, society is aware of the Island’s limitations, fragility and functional unity. The pressure being exerted by new building construction is overwhelming and there are still tens of thousands of tourist beds pending construction that the Island has insufficient capacity to assimilate. The infrastructures and resources used in environmental protection and rehabilitation are insufficient to mitigate the direct and indirect effects of the numbers of tourists that are growing each year.  The Island could ‘die of success’  and this society needs to consider a change of model. 

The period of reflection springs from the ten years of urban contention imposed by the PIOT review.  The Ecotax responds to the need for a greater investment effort in the environment and will represent tourism’s link and commitment to the Island. 

Environmental (and social) Problems Generated by Tourism 

(taken from the Biosphere Reserve Council’s working committees and the Strategy):

· Growth in accommodation for tourists and residents

· Occupation, degradation and loss of land/soil

· Loss and abandonment of farming activities and associated landscapes

· Greater social tension, xenophobic reactions and loss of traditions (saving of water, tolerance, etc.)
· High private motorised mobility endangering habitats and species 

· High consumption levels of water (sea water desalination), energy (3% renewable energy) and transport (1 car/inhabitant)
· Occupation and contamination of the sea

· High generation of waste and emissions
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	Environmental Objectives 

To obtain a new source of environmental financing in order to invest more in:

· Limiting human pressure, particularly touristic, on the Island’s system 

· Boosting the minimisation of environmental impacts in key sectors, such as mobility, waste, energy, raw materials, etc. 

· Protecting and restoring the Island’s biodiversity, habitats, flora and fauna

· Protecting and restoring spaces and landscapes that reflect the extraordinary interaction of man and nature throughout Lanzarote’s history
Environmental Results

· With Life financing and as an example of additional available financing from the Ecotax:

· Reconsideration of the tourist accommodation ‘ceiling’ and a reduction in building land

· Correction of territorial and environmental damage (to be specified via surveys and debates)
· Actions to conserve biodiversity and improve flora and fauna populations

· Maintenance of farming activity and its landscapes and associated biodiversity 

· Savings in the consumption of natural resources and reduction of contaminating emissions

· Monitoring Unit: Improvement of structures, equipment and procedures applied to the monitoring and evaluation of the Ecotax and the Island’s sustainability
· Applying additional financing (Life or Ecotax) to the communications channel opened with Ecotax:

· Fostering a committed touristic culture, respectful of the Island

· Creating public awareness of the environmental problems generated by tourism and their solution

· Creating awareness in tourists of the environmental problems resulting from their presence

· Publicising of the Island’s, national and Community environmental policies embarked upon
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	Given the project’s characteristics and degree of innovation, it has been decided to implement it in two phases.  A first phase during which studies and public-opinion polls will be carried out (1 year) and a second phase during which a pilot of the selected model will be simulated and an informative and awareness campaign will be undertaken (2 years).

PHASE 1                                                                                                                                             .

I. PLANNED STUDIES

Their aim would be to respond to the basic questions, these answers defining the future Ecotax: competence, scope of application, taxpayers; amount, collection system, destination of funds collected and methods of social control over their employment.

· Legal instrumentation of the Ecotax (analysis of its viability through regional, state or Community legislation)  

· Technical viability of the different Ecotax collection systems 

· Evaluation of different possibilities for specific actions to be financed with the Ecotax

· Identification and evaluation of the social and environmental impacts generated by tourism and resulting investment savings and reduction of impacts (euros, CO2, etc.) induced by lower tourist pressure on the Island

· Measures to limit tourist pressure and evaluation of their costs (particularly on town planning)

· Geographical identification/location of tourist accommodation

· Commercial valuation of the Ecotax as an instrument for improving the Island’s quality as a tourist destination and increasing its competitiveness through information campaigns

II. PUBLIC-OPINION POLL

· Design and implementation of a public-opinion poll, aimed at tourists, on the Island’s problems that justify an Ecotax, their willingness to pay the tax and planned social control over the destination of the funds

· Design and implementation of a public-opinion poll, aimed at residents, on the Island’s problems that justify an Ecotax and planned social control over the destination of the funds

III. DEFINITION OF ECOTAX PROPOSALS

PHASE 2                                                                                                                                             .                     
Based on the conclusions taken from the studies and analyses of Phase I, an Ecotax will be selected and its working simulated, during which tourists will have the opportunity of selecting the actions to be financed with the funds obtained from the tax.  Life funds destined for the purpose will be used during this trial.  Public opinion will be assessed by the Island’s participation body, which may exercise control and supervision of the funds’ final destination.  During the Life project this body will be the Biosphere Reserve Council, until such time as another is constituted.

At the same time as public awareness campaigns are carried out on these Ecotax proposals, possible commitments between the tourist and agricultural sectors will be explored.

A monitoring unit will direct public attention to the Life project, monitor its results and the tourist industry’s commitment with the Island and will audit the Island’s environmental evolution
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	IV. PRACTICAL SIMULATION 

· Virtual collection in which tourists are requested to name their preferences for the actions to which Ecotax ‘funds’ are to be destined (in this case Life funds)

· Discussion and approval in the Biosphere Reserve Council about the formula for social control and the guaranteed transparent use of the collected funds

· Implementation of the work(s) selected in the trial for financing through Life
V. SEARCH FOR AGREEMENTS AND COLLABORATIONS

As in the case of its simulated existence with Life funds, the Ecotax establishes a channel for creating awareness of the Island’s problems amongst tourist agents.  This will enable specific environmental solutions relating to tourism to the Island to be put to the test. 

· Example of Commitment with the Landscape, the Agricultural Sector and Associated Biodiversity.  Agreement between airline companies, local catering companies, wine cellars and agricultural co-operatives:  Inclusion of the Island’s products on the return flight menu.  Bottling and labelling of local wine served on the flight with the Life emblem and a photograph of ‘La Geria’, the area where the grapes are cultivated.

VI. PUBLICISING AND AWARENESS

· Ecotax Campaign: Addressed to Tour Operators, agricultural companies, travel agencies, tourists and residents, justifying the Ecotax and explaining how it will work, in addition to the proposed or implemented corrective measures to which the funds will be devoted.  The campaign will comprise the preparation and circulation of:

· Video, to be shown on flights to Lanzarote, cinemas, local TV channels.
· Leaflet, to be handed out with the airline ticket or when entering the Island

· Exhibition, on how the ecotax works and the monitoring of the economic results and financed activities. To be exhibited, as a minimum, at the airport and in the Monitoring Unit’s offices.
· CD-Rom for easy circulation in several languages

· Web Page on the Ecotax 

· Explanatory Folder to assist in reaching agreements with companies 

· Commitments to the Island: The simulation and future working of the Ecotax offers an ideal opportunity for obtaining commitments from companies and institutions located on the Island to formulae for responsible tourism and for giving advice and recommendations to each tourist (decalogue for responsible tourism printed on the tax receipt, in hotels, on hire cars, etc.) for collaborating in the three-way care and improvement of the Island:

· Actions to be avoided (damage to flora, fauna, the landscape)  

· Savings to be achieved (water, energy and waste) 

· Preferred consumption (local products, ecolabel)

· Monitoring unit: An office will promote the public awareness campaign and co-ordinate monitoring of the results of the Ecotax, including environmental and economic indicators, administrative actions and company commitments; and mapping of the Island.  The exhibition and related materials will be shown in specially prepared rooms.
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	In its twin condition as agent of economic development and heavy consumer of land and natural resources, tourism was analysed in the Strategy for Lanzarote in the Biosphere (Life’97 ENV/E/000286), which pinpointed serious risks for the Island’s future if the forecast trends of strong growth in tourism are not checked.  In reality, the current cycle of economic growth has meant that the values that defined the risk scenario, as regards increased resident population (>15% in1999), number of visitors (1.7 million/year) and new building construction (26,000 residential/tourist beds currently in progress), have already been reached or exceeded.

The establishment of an environmental tourist tax is proposed as a means of making the Island’s main economic sector jointly responsible for the conservation of its countryside, spaces and natural resources, of which it is the main user.

Indeed, the lines of thought generated in international forums on sustainable tourism have finally ended by including the concept of responsibility in tourist activities, not only for its commitment to the care of our planet’s life/culture but also as a guarantee of the economic activity’s own durability, which is evolving towards greater demands for environmental quality in the destinations visited. 

For this reason, the proposal is aimed at obtaining a new economic resource from tourists destined to conserve the Island that attracted them in the first place, thanks to its extraordinary climate, landscape and coastline.  The link and mutual commitment between residents and tourists that is imposed by the Ecotax is worth highlighting.  The following aspects of the tax need to be explored: 

Competence: the insular nature of the new environmental tax will reinforce the integration of environmental policies on the Island.

Final Environmental Destination: the political mechanism and social participation that guarantees the transparent use of the funds collected, with a guaranteed environmental destination, will be explored. Technical monitoring and circulation of results will be guaranteed by the Monitoring Unit.
Selection of Financing Priorities for the Ecotax:

The social mechanism established would give priority to the planned action programmes in the Strategy for Lanzarote in the Biosphere,  those defined by the Biosphere Reserve Council or others, consulting the opinion of tourists through surveys. 

General Priorities already Identified:

· To limit human pressure, particularly from tourists, on the Island’s system 

· To foster the minimisation of the environmental impacts of key sectors such as mobility, waste, energy, raw materials, etc. 

· To protect and restore the Island’s biodiversity, habitats, flora and fauna

· To protect and restore spaces and landscapes that reflect the extraordinary interaction of man and nature throughout Lanzarote’s history
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	Tourist Commitment and Participation:  The Ecotax would represent a request for an economic contribution from tourists, at the same time providing an awareness channel for committing tourists to the Island’s care and enjoyment, in addition to saving its natural resources and using local products. The appeal to tourists for their opinion on the preferred destination of the money collected offers an opportunity to European citizens for participating in how Community funds, in this case Life, are to be used.

Resident Commitment and Participation:  In the same way, residents will also be involved in this appeal to tourists for responsibility.  Moreover, they must follow a transparent procedure of social participation that controls the use of the money and ensures that the results are exhibited in the monitoring unit on the Island and on a Web site. 

Tourist-Resident Link: The Monitoring Unit:  The participation and social control suggested by both groups will permit a ‘dialogue’ of commitments between the Island’s inhabitants and its visitors. This ‘dialogue’ of commitments will be promoted and exhibited in the Monitoring Unit.
Past and Future Generations: As a practical example of an ethic that obliges us to preserve our patrimony for future generations, the Ecotax will contribute to ensuring that the Island’s patrimony whether natural or accumulated over the centuries by our forefathers will not be squandered in just a few years.  More specifically, the Ecotax could enable erroneous town planning policies of the recent past to be remedied, if it can be used to rescue building rights prior to the Island’s Development Plan (PIOT), for example.

Similar Experiences and Validation of Life:  A similar plan for an environmental tax on tourist activities is being developed in another Spanish archipelago in the Mediterranean Sea, under even heavier siege from tourists: the Balearic Islands.  In this case the initiative comes from the Regional Government, with the power to legislate.  The validation represented by obtaining Life funds would facilitate the viability of the Ecotax based on specific Canary Islands legislation.
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	TECHNICAL SCOPE OF THE PROJECT

The project involves the exploration of the viability of a new environmental tax for tourists and includes a simulated pilot experience, which will allow procedures, the social and economic groups involved and achievable environmental results to be explored.

EVALUATION AND FOLLOW-UP

Project follow-up will be carried out by a technical team and the Biosphere Reserve Council, addressing the following subjects:

   
Exploration of Viability

· Implementation of studies 






    (7 planned)
· Implementation of public-opinion polls





    (2 planned)
· Definition of a viable Ecotax model

       
      (Competence, scope of application, 
taxpayers; amount, system of collection, destination 

of funds collected and methods of social control over their use)
  
Pilot Experience

· Practical Simulation

· Trial tax collection        



         (Opinion on willingness to pay the

Ecotax, preferred actions, etc.)



(Draft leaflet-receipt, necessary human and technical team, etc.)

· Final decision of the Biosphere Reserve Council or approved  decision-making forum

· Other actions carried out with Life funds
  
         (Name, objective, financed costs, 
quantified results, estimated repercussions, etc.)
· Agreements and Collaborations

· Established agreements 



                         (signatories, objective, 
quantification of results, etc.)
· Publicising and Awareness

· About the Ecotax





     (format of each material, no. 
of copies distributed, circulation points, frequency, etc.)
· About responsible tourism 

              (format of each material, no. of copies

     (the Ecotax as a channel of awareness)                    distributed, circulation points, frequency)

· Monitoring Unit: 





          (Equipments and rooms;
maps of the Island, environmental databases, 

monitoring of administrative actions, Web site)
  
Evaluation of Trial Results





         


(report)


Circulation of Results at the airport, on a Web site and rooms in the Monitoring Unit


(See Public Awareness Plan)
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	Public Awareness Plan (Co-ordinated from the Monitoring Unit and exhibited in its offices)


	TARGETS
	MATERIALS
	CONTENT

	TOURISTS 
	VIDEO
	· Justification and proposal for an Ecotax in Lanzarote: The Island’s problems, how the Ecotax works and its objectives

· Commitment to a Biosphere Reserve Island: decalogue of responsible tourism applied to Lanzarote (avoid damage, save resources, consume local products) 

	TOURISTS
	LEAFLETS
	· Justification and proposal for an Ecotax in Lanzarote: The Island’s problems, how the Ecotax works and its objectives

· Commitment to a Biosphere Reserve Island: decalogue of responsible tourism applied to Lanzarote (avoid damage, save resources, consume local products) 

	GENERAL PUBLIC
	EXHIBITION
	· Viable Ecotax proposals resulting from the reports

· Evaluation of the results of the simulation and publicity carried out 

	GENERAL PUBLIC
	WEB
	· Viable Ecotax proposals resulting from the reports

· Continuous monitoring of the process and the long-term financed activities selected during the practical simulation

	GENERAL PUBLIC
	CD-ROM
	Condensed version of the above content

	TOUR OPERATORS COMPANIES
	FOLDER
	Compendium of material available on the project.  To be used when negotiating agreements and commitments 

	Other materials resulting from the establishment of supplementary agreements and commitments: 



	TOURISTS
	MENUS

(return flights)
	Using local products: Conservation of the Island’s extraordinary landscape, agricultural income, flora and fauna, reduction in waste and emissions

	TOURISTS
	LABELS 

(local products)
	The Island’s logo, the Life logo and photograph of the area of production

	Other materials resulting from the co-ordination, monitoring and evaluation unit

	GENERAL PUBLIC
	MAPS OF THE ISLAND
	Geographical identification and location of tourist accommodation 

Life activities, Ecotax activities

Problems and activities of the B.R. Council’s Strategy

	GENERAL PUBLIC
	AUDITS, DATABASE, GRAPHS
	· Environmental indicators, updated on a regular basis

	GENERAL PUBLIC
	WEB SITE
	· Maps of the Island, databases and monitoring of the Ecotax, Strategy, etc.
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	We believe that the Ecotax is an environmental tax aimed at mitigating the negative impact of tourist pressure on natural, social and economic scenarios, in which the industry is developed and for which it demands natural resources, environmental services and high quality landscapes. 

Thus considered, the Ecotax has potential for being reproduced and transferred to other areas with very different characteristics (See the table below). Transferability will depend on the applicable legislative framework, administrative structure, available organs for social participation and the type of tourism received.

TOURIST DESTINATIONS: 

Tourists use a territory that is not theirs but which has to adapt to their demands.  All destinations must make an effort to cover the necessary services whilst avoiding deterioration.  But not all destinations can control the arrival and departure of visitors so easily. 

ISLANDS:  Small to medium-sized islands are the paradigm of limited  but at the same time fragile and unstable territories.  As a specific example of a tourist destination, the arrival and departure of tourists can easily be controlled.  The strategy of containing urban expansion and investing money in environmental quality responds to the demands of the tourist market itself.   The challenge for the island destination is how to obtain greater income from the same or a smaller number of tourists.   

PROTECTED SPACES: All protected spaces are ‘islands’ with greater environmental value in a degraded or lower quality surrounding.  In addition, they are usually backed by legislation that delimits the area and authorises control of its access.  Although this same legislation already allows protected areas to be endowed with economic resources guaranteeing conservation of their environmental quality to attract visitors, the adjacent area, which partially supports these flows of visitors, does not always receive compensation or has the possibility of improving and extending the environmental quality that has been lost or is legitimately aspired to.  Indeed, the municipalities that are affected by protected spaces normally participate in the sponsoring organisations or competent consultative organ established by the law that regulates the space.  This means that a social organ exists where the application and employment of an Ecotax similar to the one proposed here can be discussed.

MaB BIOSPHERE RESERVES: The biosphere reserves of the Unesco’s MaB programme include protected spaces and also ‘normal’ space around them.  They also generate important flows of visitors and the most advanced of them include within their limits tourist accommodation, an airport and rubbish tips.  They are all required to explore formulae for the integrated management of the territory and the environment, incorporating the aspirations of citizens and economic sectors. Lanzarote (Canary Islands) and Menorca (Balearic Islands) are Spanish Biosphere Reserves.  Within the European Union there are 70 Unesco MaB Biosphere Reserves.



	TOURIST DESTINATIONS
	ISLANDS
	PROTECTED NATURAL SPACES
	MaB BIOSPHERE RESERVES
	CONDITION

	☼
	☼☼
	☼☼
	☼☼
	JUSTIFICATION

	?
	☼☼
	☼☼
	☼☼
	ENTRY CONTROL

	?
	☼
	☼
	☼
	SOCIAL CONTROL

	☼, ☼☼ : lesser or greater degree of fulfilment of the condition  /  ?: according to each case
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	The diagnosis of the Strategy for Lanzarote in the Biosphere (ENV/E000286) established in Lanzarote the contradiction of a successful tourist industry that is very dependent on a limited and fragile island environment, under threat precisely from the demands of the tourist industry it sustains. 

The attractiveness of its coasts and unusual scenery generates a high level of mobility on the Island in private cars, exerting even greater pressure on its biological diversity and habitats.  The tourist industry lobbies for more land (accommodation, infrastructures, supplementary activities) and encourages the abandonment of water-saving habitats, water which must be produced by sea water desalination, involving high fossil energy consumption. 

In addition, the success of tourism generates a high demand for labour in the industry but very little demand for the Island’s own products, which together provoke the abandonment of rural areas, on which a valuable biological diversity depends, adapted to traditional cultivation methods that contributed to a certain degree of ecological balance. 

The domination exercised by tourism on the Island’s economy (> 70% activity) absorbs all its own capital and attracts vast quantities of capital from other sectors such as the Island’s or external agricultural sectors or from abroad, searching for the short-term returns the Island appears to offer. This has prevented human and financial capital investments in diversifying the economy or even diversifying the Island’s tourist activity or introducing sustainability criteria in key environmental sectors, such as water, energy, waste, transport, etc. with the required degree of intensity.

1. The inadequacy of environmental provisions and budgets has already been mentioned.  One of the strategies being implemented by Local Government is to divert more national and regional funds towards environmental protection, justifying the savings in investments with the contention of urbanistic growth that is sought after.  A study on this aspect is proposed in this Life project.  At any event, urban contention releases land and reduces  the pressure on local resources, whether direct (fewer hired cars, less water, less energy) or indirect (less total population and domestic consumption).

2. The environmental returns on the Ecotax are very highly valued because of the combination of the economic funds obtained and the potential usefulness of the tax as a tool for enhancing awareness and negotiating commitments.  The availability of cash exclusively for environmental matters will offer the necessary stimulus for overcoming existing delays and deficiencies. 

3. The possibility of establishing commitments for linking tourist activities to the consumption of local agricultural products, for example, also offers an important environmental return.  The giddy speed of economic transformation induced by tourism has provoked considerable rural abandonment, which is generating serious problems of erosion (deterioration of terraces), a reduction in the biomass available for fauna (abandonment of crops) and the disappearance of water supply points (deterioration of traditional systems of surface water catchment), vital resources for many species because of the Island’s arid climate.  However, today agricultural decadence can be inverted, because there is more capacity, more population and more income to stimulate the cultivation of those quality agricultural products that are best adapted to the Island’s conditions, marked by its arid climate and recent volcanic eruptions.
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	BIOSPHERE RESERVES / PROTECTED NATURAL SPACES:

The establishment of a European Ecotax label linked to a protocol of common objectives and procedures (common image and design; social control; comparative Web site) in protected spaces or in the Unesco’s network of Biosphere Reserves would greatly contribute to the project’s acceptance by the visitors to each space and to the monitoring of its development from different interested agents and public sectors.  Lanzarote and other Canary Islands and Menorca in the Balearic Islands are MaB Programme Biosphere Reserves.  There is a total of 70 throughout the European Union. 

TOURISM IN LIMITED OR FRAGILE SPACES

The success of the introduction of a tourist Ecotax would help to boost responsible tourism as a deliberate attitude aware of the dangers of its presence in fragile and limited spaces and as a means of diverting the necessary economic funds to permit people’s dreams of paradise to endure.

Employment
1. Many environmental improvements are frequently included in the sections referred to as ‘pockets of employment’ because they are labour intensive but do not require heavy outlays in capital and machinery.  These are employments that contribute to an improvement of  the social framework.

2. Moreover, taking the Ecotax as a step further in the strategy of urban contention, it would collaborate in achieving greater economic diversification, with more opportunities for self-employment and the initiatives of young entrepreneurs in various sectors of the economy.  Today, tourism and the hotel business, as well as mere real estate speculation, absorb nearly half the available capital which is devoted to fomenting tourism as a  monoculture and accumulating an excess of accommodation, aggravating the weakness of the hotel sector against tour operators.

3. For all these reasons, it is essential that a stop be put to the frenzied rhythm of construction, the root of an important level of fraudulent immigration which, in turn, weakens trade union action with respect to existing contracts of employment and encourages precarious working conditions as regards stability, wages and working hours in the new contracts.
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� Resumen del proyecto:


El formulario de resumen del proyecto (T0) debe ser cumplimentado por el beneficiario o el coordinador. No utilice más de 3.500 caracteres (espacios y caracteres de control incluidos). Describa el alcance, la finalidad y los objetivos del proyecto y, en su caso, esboce las asociaciones establecidas, el marco temporal y los beneficios ambientales que se prevé obtener con aquél. Defina brevemente los métodos y la tecnología que se aplicará en las diversas fases, así como los paquetes de trabajo del proyecto, y comente los productos y resultados previstos. Una lectura rápida de este resumen debe facilitar la comprensión inequívoca de los objetivos del proyecto, del modo en que se alcanzarán éstos y de su pertinencia en el contexto de los objetivos del programa LIFE-Medio ambiente. El resumen puede utilizarse como descripción del proyecto en los documentos destinados al público en general y en las comunicaciones dirigidas a los comités de gestión del programa y otras partes interesadas. Por tanto, ha de ser breve y preciso. Utilice texto simple mecanografiado y evite las fórmulas y otros caracteres especiales. El resumen del proyecto debe presentarse además en inglés cuando la parte técnica del proyecto no se remita en esta lengua.


Formulario T1


� Presentación del beneficiario / de la asociación:


Se efectuará una breve presentación del beneficiario y/o de los socios; se describirán las actividades y responsabilidades profesionales, así como la experiencia en el área relacionada con el proyecto. Si se trata de una asociación, se informará de los distintos socios. En caso necesario, puede adjuntarse un esquema de la cooperación prevista. Describa brevemente las principales actividades de los participantes en el proyecto (por ejemplo: construcción de un prototipo, evaluación de impactos, usuario final, divulgación, etc.).


Formulario T3


� Problema ambiental, objetivos del proyecto y resultados ambientales previstos:


Describa el problema ambiental que se aborda en el proyecto, su importancia relativa, el interés de la Comunidad, la zona geográfica afectada y el medio en cuestión (aire, agua, suelo, ruido, residuos, etc.). Objetivos y resultados ambientales (cuantificados) del proyecto. Aspectos técnicos del proyecto (prevención, tratamiento a posteriori, reciclaje, etc.).


Formulario T4


� Problema ambiental, objetivos del proyecto y resultados ambientales previstos:


Describa el problema ambiental que se aborda en el proyecto, su importancia relativa, el interés de la Comunidad, la zona geográfica afectada y el medio en cuestión (aire, agua, suelo, ruido, residuos, etc.). Objetivos y resultados ambientales (cuantificados) del proyecto. Aspectos técnicos del proyecto (prevención, tratamiento a posteriori, reciclaje, etc.).


Formulario T4


� Programa de trabajo y estructuración en fases:


Efectúe una descripción concisa de las actividades, las tareas y las fases previstas en el proyecto (diseño, construcción, puesta en servicio, seguimiento, divulgación, evaluación/presentación de informes). Puede adjuntarse un programa (planificación) de ejecución. En proyectos con más de un socio o niveles sustanciales de contratación, se describirá brevemente la división de tareas y responsabilidades.


Formulario T5


� Programa de trabajo y estructuración en fases:


Efectúe una descripción concisa de las actividades, las tareas y las fases previstas en el proyecto (diseño, construcción, puesta en servicio, seguimiento, divulgación, evaluación/presentación de informes). Puede adjuntarse un programa (planificación) de ejecución. En proyectos con más de un socio o niveles sustanciales de contratación, se describirá brevemente la división de tareas y responsabilidades.


Formulario T5


� Situación de la técnica e innovación:


Describa la situación de la técnica o el método en cuestión. Aborde detenidamente la descripción técnica de los procesos, los métodos y las innovaciones propuestas, nuevos elementos y mejoras. En el caso de autoridades públicas, se comentarán los aspectos innovadores del proyecto en lo que respecta a la técnica, los métodos o las asociaciones. Se consignarán además análisis previos, experiencias en la preparación del proyecto y estudios de viabilidad.


Formulario T6


� Situación de la técnica e innovación:


Describa la situación de la técnica o el método en cuestión. Aborde detenidamente la descripción técnica de los procesos, los métodos y las innovaciones propuestas, nuevos elementos y mejoras. En el caso de autoridades públicas, se comentarán los aspectos innovadores del proyecto en lo que respecta a la técnica, los métodos o las asociaciones. Se consignarán además análisis previos, experiencias en la preparación del proyecto y estudios de viabilidad.


Formulario T6


� Carácter de demostración y plan de divulgación:


Describa la dimensión técnica del proyecto (experiencia piloto, iniciativa preindustrial, primera aplicación a escala industrial). Se definirán las actividades de seguimiento y medición (qué y cómo) y de evaluación del proyecto. En lo que respecta a la divulgación, se definirán grupos destinatarios y métodos, contenido de los mensajes y herramientas aplicables. Se comentarán las actividades de publicidad general y de comercialización del concepto durante y después de la ejecución. Se consignará una breve relación de medios de difusión (páginas web, folletos, manuales técnicos, etc.).








Formulario T7


� Carácter de demostración y plan de divulgación:


Describa la dimensión técnica del proyecto (experiencia piloto, iniciativa preindustrial, primera aplicación a escala industrial). Se definirán las actividades de seguimiento y medición (qué y cómo) y de evaluación del proyecto. En lo que respecta a la divulgación, se definirán grupos destinatarios y métodos, contenido de los mensajes y herramientas aplicables. Se comentarán las actividades de publicidad general y de comercialización del concepto durante y después de la ejecución. Se consignará una breve relación de medios de difusión (páginas web, folletos, manuales técnicos, etc.).








Formulario T7


� Potencial de reproducción y transferibilidad:


Describa el potencial de reproducción del proyecto en el mismo sector de actividad desde un punto de vista técnico, socioeconómico y comercial. Explique detenidamente la aplicabilidad de la técnica o de los métodos empleados a otras zonas geográficas, otros sectores y otros problemas ambientales. Detalle el alcance previsto del proyecto en el ámbito local, nacional y comunitario.


Formulario T8


� Rentabilidad – coeficiente de coste/beneficio ambiental:


Analice el coeficiente de coste/beneficio ambiental (en comparación con el de métodos existentes), refiera la viabilidad y el interés económico de la técnica o los métodos propuestos.  Incluya cualquier otra información que considere esencial para la evaluación del proyecto.


Formulario T9


� Valor añadido de un enfoque internacional y repercusiones en el empleo:


Indique, en su caso, las razones por las que la cooperación internacional durante o después de la ejecución del proyecto constituye una ventaja adicional. Señale las posibles repercusiones del proyecto sobre el empleo. 


Formulario F0
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